Channelling Frida Kahlo

ine art photographer and ad
filmmaker Rohit Chawla is on a
mission to regenerate interest in
the old masters with his
viewfinder. In his latest calendar, shot
for the Bird Group, he has taken a leaf
out of the life and works of renowned
Mexican painter Frida Kahlo and
created some stunning visuals
featuring celebrities from various
walks of life, who are known for their
free spirit, strength and body of work.

52 Hi! LIVING MARCH 2012

This is the third in Rohit’s
old master series; his initial
successes include calendars
inspired by the works of

Raja Ravi Verma and Gustav
Klimt. “This is an attempt to
look at pristine art created by
these old masters through the
medium of three-dimensional
photographic images. This

is a series commissioned by
the Bird Group that thought
that an interest in these
significant painters needed to
be regenerated.”

Rohit has toyed with Frida’s
self-representation in his
pictures. The women featured
in the calendar include
Anjolie Ela Menon, Sonal
Mansingh, Chiki Sarkar,
Konkona Sen Sharma, Tara
Roy, Neha Dhupia, Lisa
Haydon, Mithu Sen and
Kalli Purie. Ensembles and
styling was taken care of by
fashion designer Sabyasachi
Mukherjee, who successfully
recreated the aura of the
Mexican woman. “Initially,

I had thought of using 12
different designers, but after
a meeting with Sabyasachi

I realised that he too was a
fan of Frida and would be
able to give me the perfect
Indian-Mexican blend for all
the picrures.”
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